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UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES

Office of the Special Coordinator Bureau du Coordinateur Spécial
for Lebanon pour le Liban

The United Nations and Lebanon Working for a Safe and Prosperous Future

The stability and security of Lebanon has been an ongoing concern of the United Nations,
specifically of the Security Council, for decades and even more s0 recently because of the
turbulence and changes in the broader Middle East and Arab region.

Over the years, the United Nations has increasingly focused attention and support on Lebanon
itself. Numerous Security Council resolutions have been adopted with the aim of helping
Lebanon restore its sovereignty, stability and political independence. Resolution 1701, which
ended the devastating 34-day war in 2006, has Lebanon’s security and stability at its heart.
Meanwhile, there are 24 different UN entities active in Lebanon working at the political,
peacekeeping, development, humanitarian and human rights levels in trying to help ensure
Lebanon is able to move forward and that its security and stability are protected and enhanced.

The Syrian crisis has exposed the country 10 particular strains. In response to that the UN
Security Council has spoken clearly on the need to protect Lebanon's sovereignty and
encouraged broad-based international support. This has been reflected in the past two years in
the massive growth of assistance to the Syrian refugees through the UNHCR and other
agencies. But obviously this is not enough. The United Nations is committed to assisting both
the refugees and Lebanon, with increasing focus on the need for burden sharing for help to the
government and the host communities. The International Support Group (18G) meeting for
Lebanon that was convened on 253 September by the UN Secretary-General in New York with
the attendance of the P5 Security Council member states, the EU and the Arab League sent the
strongest possible signal of this commitment.

The 1SG meeting was not a one off occasion. The Group will continue to meet and we are
following up on it through different channels of support, including to the Lebanese army and
the security forces. Work is also underway with the World Bank and others to ensure that
Lebanon’s economic concerns are tackled and the needs, including for the refugees and the
Lebanese communities hosting them, are addressed. The United Nations is fully aware of the
huge burden refugees from Syria represents for Lebanon and has warmly welcomed Lebanon’s
hospitality to them including the invaluable work of the Directorate of General Security in
ensuring that the requirements of international humanitarian law as well as the domestic laws
and regulations of Lebanon are respected as necessary.

These are difficult times but we pelieve that, in partnership with the United Nations and its
many friends in the international community, Lebanon can and will come through them safely
and enjoy a prosperous future drawing on the strength and diversity of its people. The UN will
do all it can to help to ensure that the strongest possible sundations are laid for this.

e LT 1‘!,‘

Derek Plumbly |
UN Special Coordinator for Lebanon

L L
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